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T hank You! Holiday Gift Contributors    		
                                Show the True Spirit of the Season
	 u Edwards Brothers Inc.
	 u Ethan Allen Furniture
	 u St. Andrew’s Catholic Church
	 u St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church
	 u St. Joseph Catholic Church—Dexter
	 u St. Patrick Catholic Church
	 u St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church
	 u St. Mary’s Student Parish

Two easy ways to support Catholic Social Services…

u	The internet search engine www.goodsearch.com sends rebates to non-profits  
by allowing users to designate the charity of their choice.  
Make www.goodsearch.com your homepage search engine and support CSSW!

u	www.mycause.com allows internet shoppers to direct a portion of their purchase 
prices to CSSW when they go the mycause.com website before they shop with 
top web retailers for books, music, software, computers, travel and more.

On October 7, 2007, nearly 
400 guests were captivated 
by a dazzling performance 
by Neil Goldberg’s Cirque 
with an elegant dinner under 
the big top on the grounds of Concordia University.  Co-
Chairs Marilyn Geiger and Stacey Johns spearheaded this 
effort that raised $146,000 for the programs and services of 
Catholic Social Services.  Special thanks to our CIRQUE sponsors: 
Chrysler Corporation Fund, Randy and Donna Friedman, 
Michigan Brain & Spine Institute & Michigan Pain Specialists and 
our STATUE STRENGTH sponsors: Edwards Brothers, Sleep Well 
Centers/The Patton Family and Saint Joseph Mercy Health System.

Short Takes
u	The Behavioral Health Services program is 

continuing expand its ability to serve individuals 
and families seeking counseling. October broke 
all previous records for number of clients served 
with the trend continuing into this year. Clients 
are now being seen at the newly renovated 
offices in the Packard office north wing.

u	In November, the parishioners at St. Francis 
of Assisi generously delivered food items, 
diapers, toiletries and more to the Emergency 
Food Program—all in time for Thanksgiving.

u	Several RSVP staff and volunteers  
participated in a U.S. and Japan Volunteer 
Exchange program organized by the Turner 
Geriatric Social Work Clinic of the University of 
Michigan Geriatric Center. Approximately 15 
volunteers from Japan traveled to Ann Arbor 
for the cultural exchange where they shared 
ideas and questions with local volunteers.

	 GAP families and residents of Housing 
Support Services clients received turkey 
and a complete Thanksgiving meal donated 
by PKSA Karate. The students of PKSA put 
together the Thanksgiving meals as a service 
project serving a total of 37 families.

u	This past November, the Washtenaw Child 
Advocacy Center began offering medical 
exams at the WCAC site for children who 
may have been sexually abused. Doctors from 
the University of Michigan Child Protection 
Team are providing the medical services.

u	Ten students from Gabriel Richard High 
School spent the day volunteering at the Oaks  
Adult Day Services program on November 
29.  Larry Voight made several group 
presentations the previous day at the 
high school concerning volunteerism. 

Community Foundation for Southeast 
Michigan Youth Programming Grant
Catholic Social Services of Washtenaw 
County is one of four local youth-
serving organizations receiving a grant 
from the Community Foundation 
for Southeast Michigan.  Each 
organization will receive $36,213 from 
the Foundation to provide a much 
needed continuum of care for youth 
and families in Washtenaw County.

These grants are from an endowment 
fund established in 1991 to support 
Huron Services for Youth which later 
became Helpsource.  With the closure 
of Helpsource, the Foundation is able 
to ensure the original purposes of the 
endowment are carried out.  Other 
recipients of this grant are Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of Washtenaw County, The 
Corner Health Center and Ozone House.

Raises  
$146,000 to 

Support CSSW 
Programs
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man who likewise will serve with dis-
tinction. Most recently, he was the Auxil-
iary Bishop of Detroit responsible for the 
northeast region of the Archdiocese. The 
Waterford native was ordained a priest in 
May 1978, with an impressive education-
al background including a PhD from the 
Catholic University of America. Through 
his teaching and pastoral responsibilities, 
Bishop Boyea possesses the qualities to 
guide our diocese as we move forward.

On behalf of Catholic Social Services, join 
me in offering a fond farewell and en-
thusiastic welcome to two extraordinary 
individuals as we celebrate past accom-
plishments and embrace the future of 
our Diocese. 

Lawrence Voight, President

For more information, please visit:  
www.dioceseoflansing.org

Grant Awards
Ann Arbor Area Community 
Foundation
Intentional Communities of Washtenaw
Older Adult Services

Area Agency on Aging 
Adult Day Services ~ “The Oaks”
Grandparents as Parents
Interfaith Volunteer Caregivers 

City of Ann Arbor
Adult Day Services ~ “The Oaks”
Behavioral Health Services
Supervised Parenting/Exchange Program

The Harry A. & Margaret D. Towsley  
Foundation
Emergency Food Program

Pfizer Global Research and  
Development
Blueprint for Aging

Washtenaw County
Grandparents as Parents
Healthy Families
RSVP
Washtenaw Child Advocacy Center

physically fit.

Eight years ago Syd was diagnosed with age-
related dementia. 

“I just didn’t think that this could possibly 
happen,” says Ruth. “Syd had a fantastic 
memory and could find his way around 
anywhere. I put it down to the memory 
failures of normal aging. I was in a lot of denial, 
I refused to even think about it.”

After the initial shock, Ruth realized that her 
husband’s well-being was now in her hands. 
“I realized I had to take care of him. I’ve got to 
do this. But as Syd became more physically 
debilitated, I was becoming really tired—
exhausted would be a better word. That’s 
when I knew I need to have outside help.”

Ruth tried home care and searched other 
day service options before settling on The 
Oaks about a year ago, which impressed her 
because of its therapeutic approach. Syd 
began coming just once a week, but now 
comes every weekday, looking forward to 
the friendly faces and activities he’s grown 
accustomed to. 

“The Oaks has been great for Syd. It’s 
created a structure and discipline to his day. 
And that’s tremendously important since it 
cuts down on his anxiety. He has stimulus 
here and people to talk to. I’m not the only 
face he sees.”

Equally important, the time he spends at the 
program gives Ruth the respite she needs as 
well; helping her keep mentally and physically 
able to provide for her partner. 

And that’s the entire point. For comfort, care, 
compassion, dignity and respect aren’t simple 
slogans at The Oaks. They are the tenets from 
which the program is based, a dedication 
Perkins explains as “touching the human spirit.” 

When you look at two extraordinary people 
like Syd and Ruth Bernard, you can see how. 

The Oaks is open Monday through Friday 

from 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

For fees and information, please call 

734.662.4001 or visit the  

Catholic Social Services website at:  

www.csswashtenaw.org

Adult Day Services  continued from page 1
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Coming June 9!

Annual Golf Outing

… Benefiting the children and families at  

Debbie Williams-Hoak,  
LPGA, Honorary Chair

Lucy Ann Lance,  
Mistress of Ceremonies

When 	 Monday, June 9
	 8:00 am	 Check-in
	 9:00 am 	 Shotgun Start
	 2:30 pm 	 Awards Banquet
Where	 Washtenaw Country Club
	 Ypsilanti      
Cost	 $125 per golfer; $460 per foursome
	 $35 awards banquet only
 Format	 Scramble—four person teams
 Call	 Catholic Social Services at 734/971-9781, ext. 313	     

                    Sponsorship opportunities available. Call for more information

Mark Your Calendar
u Birth Mother’s Day Celebration
		  2 pm Saturday, May 10
		  A day to honor all birth mothers			 

CSSW Packard Office	
		  734.971.9781 ext. 321

u RSVP Volunteer Recognition Event
		  9 am Tuesday, June 19 
		  St. Joseph Senior Health Building Cafeteria
		  734.712.3625  

u Catholic Social Services Fall Event
		  Friday, October 10
		  Motown Music and so much more!	  

Morris Lawrence Auditorium,  
Washtenaw Community College

		  Kathy Hentschel and Stephanie Lord, co-chairs
		  734.971.9781 ext. 313
	

….Find all the latest news, up-to-date program 
information and have the option of making your 
charitable donation online. Visit the Catholic Social 
Services website at: www.csswashtenaw.org




